Dear Councillor,

I am writing to ask you to express your support for the introduction of a 20 mph default speed limit across Lancaster and district.  Just to be absolutely clear, I am seeking an effective and low cost default 20 mph speed limit.  This does not mean the piecemeal approach to 20 mph zones currently favoured by Lancashire County Council, whereby certain residential estates are designated to be 20 mph zones and which require expensive alterations to the road network such as speed humps and pinch points.  20 mph default areas are not expensive to implement requiring only a minimum of signage.  
The main reason for wanting a so-called blanket 20 mph approach to the district is one of compliance.  Lancashire County Council has shown that the introduction of a short stretches of 20 mph zone, for example outside schools, does not work and in some cases speeds increased.  However, if the whole area is a 20mph zone then most motorists travelling through such a zone would themselves live and work in such a zone and therefore have direct experience of its many benefits.

The accepted benefits include, firstly, greatly improved accident survival rates for all road users, especially children, the elderly, pedestrians and cyclists.  Secondly, a reduction in noise and pollution levels as vehicles are not constantly braking and accelerating as they move between different speed zones.  Thirdly, an improvement in community life as streets become safer and more relaxed places where people can once again socialise with their friends and neighbours without the fear of fast traffic.  
In conclusion, I hope that you will lend your support to a project which is now supported nationally by the Department for Transport, locally by Lancaster’s Cycling Demonstration Town executive, and has been successfully implemented by such cities as Portsmouth, Norwich, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Oxford, Leicester and the London borough of Islington.   

If you feel you are unable to support this proposal would you kindly inform me of your reasons so that I can reconsider my own.  
I look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely

